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Non profit association subscribed in the General register for associations of Communidad Autonomia de Aragon – Spain.  

1. Name of the project and website:
Fundación Cristal

www.fundacioncristal.org

2. Description

The “Fundación Pedagógica Cristal” is a nongovernmental organization in Esteli, a little city in the north of Nicaragua. The school has children from 2 to 12 years old, with and without disabilities. They are working with very participative classes and they give special attention to the children with disabilities and learning problems.25% of the school population has a disability, so the school works with a real inclusion.
The pedagogic philosophy is based on respect and the educational needs of the children in their own environment.

It is a school with a young and motivated staff, interested to learn from professional exchanges. 

3. What does this project aim to achieve?

The Project is developing an alternative methodology, who integrates children with disabilities, an education that considers creativity, expression, research, integration, rights, respect for themselves, the others and the environment, sharing this with other projects in Nicaragua.
The project works with a team of teachers and psychologists and they build their own educational strategies. They are very dynamic and there is a lot of attention to the emotional way of living , they listen to the opinion of the children and they try to accompany the children in their difficult situations at home. 
4. What Can be done by TAPAS collaborators  in this project (i.e. activities, occupations)?
This school includes children with learning problems and children with disability from 2 to 12 years old.

There is a young and motivated staff of teachers, and they count also with 4 psychologists, two of them coordinate the school, one of them is working in the library and one of them is the special education teacher.

In this project there is a need of special education, occupational therapists and speech therapists. They are very interested in a professional exchange of working methods to help the children in individual and groups sessions. Important topics are:
-“writing dance”

- Activities to strengthen the fine motricity for children ( pre-lecture and writing)

-therapy methods for the individual sessions ( how to work with children ADDH, mental disabilities,…)
- Strategies to work with children ( 10 years and older) with severe learning disorders 

- speech therapy and language stimulation for all the children

It ´s necessary to take contact with the organization to define the special tasks that you can develop as a professional, in this way you can prepare yourself for your work abroad.
Working in Cristal means that you can work directly with the children, but you are working also with the teachers, you are a member of the team, exchanging knowledge and therapy practices. The mean goal is that some staff members learn from you and that you can learn from them. When you leave it is important that the teachers can apply some therapy methods to improve the quality of their work with the children with special needs. 
5. History of the project 

6. What does it cost to you to participate in this project?
A flight to Nicaragua (Central America) costs between 800 and 1200 Euros, depending of the company and date of leaving .In Esteli, the town of the project, you can stay with a host family. There are a lot of options:

· Staying in a family , the three meals included costs between 50 and 75 dollars  a week) 
· Staying in a family without the food, you pay between 30 and 50 dollars a week

· You can also rent a room but that is more expensive

· We suggest staying in a host family so that you can learn customs, culture, and way of living of the people.

Traveling is easy with public transport and the living cost of food, clothes, and medicines etc….is lower than in Belgium.

On the website www.fundacioncristal.org, you can find more practical information for volunteering work.

7. Contact and more information
www.therapy-tapas.org
luc@therapy-tapas.org
reninkadk@yahoo.es
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